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Tonbroduction

The preparabtion of Regional Ocsanographic Synopses is described in FAD documsnt
FB/60/35, coples of which have been made available to ICES. As mentioned at the 1960
ICES Meeting 1t has been decidsd to take the North Sea as a model for tesbing the
proposed outline, it belng cne of the most inbtensively investigated sen asreas and thers
therefore belung a multitude of date availlable. A preliminary draft of this synopsis was
prosenbted to the 1960 Meeting with the objective of obbaining: a) criticism on the
usefulness of such synopses in general, oubside their use to FAD iigelfy b) guggestions
on its form and content, and ¢) to secure collaboration in preparing various chaphers
of it by specislised scientists in the corrssponding field, if it is comsidered wseful
to gelentists working on the area in guestion.

Subsequent developmenbs and actioms

At the 1960 Meeting, ICHS passed a resolution of support for the undertaling
and subsequently several commenbs from variocus laboratories have heen recelved, These
commerts have been taken inte account in preparation of suggestions for further action,
described in the nexb paragraph of this note.

WMO hes promised its wvollaboration with the synopsis and has arranged to
rovise the section on weather and climete with explanation of the availability of
maritime metoorolegical secrvices in the North Sea arsa. WMO has also agreed to
sollaborgbe in preparing corresponding sectioms for subsequent synopses fov other aress.

The eventual pwblishing of the synopsis, as a cooperative mdsritaking by TMO
and FAQ, in the "Serial Atlas of the Marine Enviromment: North Atlantic” has bsen agreed.
This new geographical jowrnal of biglogical and physical cceancgraphy is described in
paper FB/%O/SS in prineiple; it was hoped that also ICES might agree to co-sponscrship
of the synopsis, or parts of it asg publisghed, '

Suggestions for follow-up aotion

1., There are justified comments from several sclenbtists that an anomymous
collection of data from an organisation without critical, ildemtified comments might
lend "guthority™ to data and theories, some of which should be revised or considered
in the light of methods used and purposes for which they were originally collected or
devised. It is therefore felt that differsnt maps might be prepared and data commentad
on by individual scilentiste willing bo cooperabte in this task and that they be
clearly indicated ss subhors and thereby fully responsible for comments and views
presented. Quality and quantity of dabta in the synopsis can thereby alsc be improved.
For the requirements of "Serial Atlas of the Marine Enviromment”, sec 3 below.

2. As a direct conclusion from the above and from the fact that FAOTs
goblvities must fr the time being be concentrated on newly developing areas {(FAO plans
in 1962-63 to concentrate efforts on the South Atlantic) it has bsen suggested to us that
ICES might be interssted and willing to take over the genseral responsibilidy for the
North Sea symopsis. Thus, one or two scientists might be nominated to take the primary
respongibility for chapters of their cholce (except the chapber on meteorology, which is
prepared by WIC). FAC could serve on this ICES group and might contribute chapters
{e.g. heat budget, benthos, trace elements, pollubtion). Purthermore, this group should
have the opportunity to meet and discuss the content and validity of data and comments.
This could be done, e.g. in connection with a meseting of a working group on marine
noo~geography and the Serial Atlass for N.A%lantic, which it is proposed to hold in Rome
during 18862. FAC can render assistance in drafting maps, providing base maps, collected
dats and so on, if so desired,
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5. The Serial Atlas of the Marine Environment: North Atlantic, has the
following reguirementss~

3.1 The Atlas will comsist of maps with snociliary texbt. Tabular material will
be published in tert and should be kept to a minimun. The width of the tables should
be 3.5/4", 7,3/4" or 123"

3.2 The number of grephs should alsc be kept to the minimum necessary for

proper presentation. I graph paper is used, thet printed in orange should be avoided.

3.5 The maps should be consbtructed on speclal base maps, prepared for the
purpose by the American Geographical Soclety. They will be printed in gathered wnits
of four pages. The intenbion is %o make = separate and additional issue of the maps

in each Atlas study on one gide only on transiucent paper which will permit light-table
Work.

3tk The text for each map or group of maps {(chapter) {ineluding tabuler naterisl
and biblicgraphy) should utilise four or eight pages sach abb. 18" x 128" with abt.
3,000 words .

4. The comments received concerning the outline and the contents agres in
the following points:-

4.1 ihe revised outline, as presented in the first draft of the synopsis, seensg
Lo be sufficlent and alsc leaves some freedom of slight modification for its adoption
to the requirements of the Atlas and for individual soientists to prepare different
chapbers sccording to availability of data, special interest of the compiler and
lmportance of the subject.

4.2 To each map the following explanations should be addeds-

a) References to the sources of data and a guide to the literature on
the subject;

b) Comments and general notes and tables nccessary for inberpretation of
the data;

o} Fotes on the methods used for obtaining the data;
d} The accuracy of the dats and their variability with space and time;

o) Any other limitations of the data or presentations.
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